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I’ve come to the frightening conclusion that 
I am the decisive element in the classroom. 
It’s my personal approach that created the 
climate. It’s my daily mood that makes the 
weather. As a teacher, I possess a tremendous 
power to make a child’s life miserable or 
joyous. I can be a tool of torture or an instru-
ment of inspiration. I can humiliate or hu-
mor, hurt or heal. In all situations, it is MY 
response that decides whether a crisis will be 
escalated or de-escalated and a child will be 
humanized or dehumanized.
Haim Ginott 

This is a wonderful reminder of the power and 
responsibility that I have as a teacher. After all, it 
is my job to create an environment that inspires 
my students, motivating them to not only make 
beautiful music, but also to learn about the world, 
to grow, and to thrive. It is also my job to inspire 
myself. I am continually searching for ways to do 
all of this. What I realize is that while I love going 
to conventions and hearing all the amazing (and 
inspiring) ensembles, inspiration can be found ev-
erywhere. Listen to the stories and the music that 
are all around you and keep it all near at hand. 
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